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In dedication to the men and women who toiled over the past fifty-three years at the 
Kansas City Overhaul Base, previously the TWA Maintenance and Engineering Center.

Opened in 1957, TWA moved the overhaul operations from the Fairfax, Kansas facility 
located across the Missouri river from the Mid-Continent Airport in Kansas City, 
Missouri. The move was precipitated by the 1951 floods which caused extensive 
damage at the Fairfax location, which had been converted from a B-25 Mitchell plant 
after World War II. In addition, with the coming jet-age, the FAA reported the downtown 
MCI airport a poor choice for jet service due to high river bluffs, and limited room for 
expansion. In 1954, TWA had entered into an agreement to lease a new $25 million 
overhaul facility to be located on a 5,000 acre plot in Platte County. In 1972, commercial 
air service was moved to the newly built Kansas City International airport, adjacent to 
the overhaul base.

The people working here, as many as 10,000 in the 70ʻs, provided aircraft maintenance, 
repair and overhaul from the last of the Lockheed Constellations to the TWA all-jet era, 
featuring Convair 880ʻs and Boeing 707ʻs, to the wide-body era of the Boeing 747 and 
Lockheed L1011 in the expanded “Super Hangar” in 1971. Trans World Airlines Inc., 
was purchased by AMR Corp. in April 2001, which operated the Kansas City Overhaul 
Base as American Airlines Maintenance and Engineering Base from January 2002 
through September 2010. 

Over the years, the craftsmanship, innovation and quality of aviation maintenance 
displayed by the professionals employed here earned a reputation throughout the 
industry and the world as second to none!  The bricks, mortar, and steel of the facility 
are just that. It is the dedication to excellence by the people, past and present, that will 
carry on the proud history of the Kansas City Overhaul Base.
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Florence Ababu John Alden

Richard Altic Leonard Anson

Ted Anton Fred Augustine
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Harold Austin Randy Bain

Ron Baker Steve Baker

Bill Ballard Russ Battaglia
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Dale A. Beck Linda Bedell

Vance Benjamin Brian Blake

Stew Bloomfield Bart Boice
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Rich Boldrey Martin Branco

Doug Breault Leonard Briggs

Jim Brokenicky Robert Brown
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Dennis Bruna Fred Brushwood

John Brzezinski Harry Burchett

Carolyn Burton Bobby Bushnell
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Jim Buszta Bill Caldwell

Howard Carroll Brian Carter

Bernie Catherall Ann Cavlovic
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Gordon Clark

Dennis Claus

Michael A. Cayton

Dennis Collins

Mick Coulson Dave Cox
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Paul Crowell Debbie Custer

Darold Davis Archie Devers

Edward DiCicco Mike Dillahunty
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Samula Dillard Steve Dilorenzo

Charlie Dischner Brian Dollar

Doug Dow Mike Dunn
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Fred Dupuis Irving Eggers

David (Catfish) Erdwin Rick Falco

Curt Faulconer Phil Feeney
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Robert Fernandez Larry Fike

Linda Finnell John Frazier

Duane Friend David Gates
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Tim Gentry Barry Gibson

Mike Gipson John Grady

Harley Graham Robert Greathouse
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Don Greenwood James Grove

Greg Hall Bill Hamton

Ron Harp Louis Harris
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Alan HaskinsAlbert Haas

Ken Hass Chuck Hawley

Charles Hayter Frank Hergott
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Gerold Herr Gary Hudlemeyer

Dave Hunter Wade Hylton

Warren Ingram Barbara Inskeep
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Robert Jackson Rodney Jacobs

Leonard Johnson M.E. Johnson

Mike Johnson Ron Johnson
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Allen Jones Brad Jones

John Jones Preston Jones

Mike Keen Dave Kelley
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Laura Kissel Mike Kobusch

Jim Koch Steve Kruse

Steve Langly Tom Lawrence
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Mike Lemons Larry Lindsay

Linda Lober Elick Lynch

Bob Maasen Elaine Marsh
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James Massey Jr. Paul Mazzara

Robert (Bob) McCloud Charles McConnell

Robbie McCrary Bill McHone
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Chris McKay Dennis McKinley

Kevin McMahon George McMillian

Pete Mendelsohn Mark Meyer
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Bob Miller Delbert Miller

Bill Mitchell Richard Moore

Don Nash John R. Neff
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Mark Nosich Al Novak

Joe Nunez Gene Nyman

Gary G. Perkins Dave Peters
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Kevin Peters Ray Petroll

Carol Piper Jim Pirtle

John Politte David Puff
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John Reeves Daniel Rendulic

John Richter Ray Rider

Brad Robertson Jim Rodkey
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Kenny Rogers Ricky Rogers

Richard Roller Bill Rucker

Gerold Sanborn Richard Sanders
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Mike (Sappy) SappenfieldBarry Sanderson

Steve Schalk Paul Schmidt

Theresa Seiter Pat Serrone
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William (Greg) Shiflett Michael Skinner

Robert Slocombe Mark Smith

Jim Soptic Roy Stark
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Rick Tasetano Mike Taylor

Jay Terrell Larry Thomas

Rick Thomas Robert Todd
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Ernie Toigo Tom Turner

Dave Varnon Robbie Vaughan

Mickey Vest Tom Wagner
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Gary Watermann Ben Watson

Art Weaver Bob Wendel

John Wilgus Steve Willis
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Bruce Wilson Eddie Wood

Trevino Wren Joe Zeoli




